A general solid phase method for the preparation of diverse azapeptide probes directed against cysteine proteases.
[chemical reaction: see text]. A solid phase approach is presented for the synthesis of azapeptide inhibitors and activity based probes (ABPs) for cysteine proteases. This synthetic method allows the incorporation of diverse reactive warheads linked to different peptide recognition elements. Application of this method to the synthesis of a series of caspase probes is described.